Minutes of Walsall LPC Meeting, 12th November 2014
Present:

Jay Patel – Chair 




Jeff Blankley -Boots


Malkit Singh - Walkers 



Fazal Rahman - AIMp

Steve Hartshorne - Hartshornes


Daljit Sandhu - Morrisons 

 
Devita Dalvair - Boots



Chetan Rai - Boots 



Balraj Chohan – Beacon 



Harj Sadhra - Lloyds

Jas Pannu - Coalpool 



Mark Olliver - AIMp 

Jatin Patel – Lazy Hill




Jan Nicholls - Secretary









Also in attendance: Hema Patel, Jyoti Saini, 

Welcome and apologies: Jyoti Vadukal, Paul Gnosill, Will Willson
Minutes and Actions
The Chair ran through the minutes of the October meeting with actions and updates.
There were no declarations of other business.

CCG Update
Jyoti’s report

*Concerns have been expressed over ordering of warfarin (particularly on repeat Rx) as inr values are not always available. Surgeries are apparently unwilling to accept figures written on repeat forms etc. As there an AQP procurement process is in motion, the group thought this problem would soon be eliminated as GP practices would receive test results electronically. 

There was some discussion whether formal guidelines should be agreed.

*Following a reported mix-up with a delivery, pharmacists are urged to review training for drivers.

Alison Simmons has still not received all completed contracts and is having to remind pharmacies by phone. 
*Link to inhaler technique: http://www.asthma.org.uk/knowledge-bank-treatment-and-medicines-using-your-inhalers
* Hema’s report:

Contractor payments being followed up; some contractors have yet to submit their bank details. LA remuneration is supposedly monthly but in reality is quarterly – at best.

As one possible solution, discussions continue on PO; a template has been agreed.

No code has yet been forthcoming for palliative care.

Winter Pressures: pharmacies can assist CCG by supporting cost efficiencies

Checking rpts to ensure unwanted medicines are not ordered

Minimizing use/cost of specials and out-of-pocket expenses

Action on shortages – Rx changes, choosing lowest cost product available

Awareness of unusual quantities eg Salbutamol inhaler x 200. Endorsement is not sufficient – quantity changes must be made by the prescriber. File Rxs of this type in the section to be hand-priced.

*Commissioning Priorities:

MURs covering CV, respiratory disease; LTCs

Highlight issues to practice pharmacists – develop relationships
Reducing urgent care and emergency admissions

*NHS Health Checks
4 contractors are to be commissioned, chosen geographically.

Discharge Update – no report

Black Country Cluster
In a meeting with the Medical Director, Models of Care planning by AOs (local AO: Salma Ali) had been emphasized. In Walsall STAR groups are the planning forum. The group were keen to send a representative to help shape services. (The secretary understands there are different groups for a number of clinical areas?)
The Cluster group had invited LPF colleagues to attend and outline mutually beneficial work-plans.

Brian Wallis had presented plans for rota service, felt to be too late for the coming holiday. There was a decision that each LPC area would provide for Christmas/New Year 2014/5 based on previous patterns/fees. The AT had promised fees would be paid promptly.

The service spec would be considered spring 2015 for implementation Easter at the earliest.  
AoB

Prescribing of Enbrel – 2o care rheumatology only

Direction of Rxs

LPC were alerted to the presence of staff from a distance-selling pharmacy in a GP practice. The LMC and CCG Head of 10 Care were contacted to liaise with the lead GP. We await the outcome in terms of action at the practice concerned, possible follow-up by LMC etc. Vice-Chair and Secretary are willing to attend LMC meeting (December 1st, 7.45, Manor Hospital) if requested to do so. As the company is based in Tamworth, Staffs AT will be informed. 
The visitors left the meeting.

Date of next meeting: January 14th, 1.30pm
Actions 
	Press for access to STAR groups
	Jay/Jan
	
	

	Respiratory event – spring
	Jay/Jan
	
	

	Healthchecks, EoI  
	Jay
	
	

	Payments – Palliative Care code
	Hema
	
	

	Newsletter items *
	Jan
	
	

	Respond to PNA
	Jan, all
	
	

	Circulate constitution voting papers  
	Jan
	
	

	Holiday rota
	Jan/AT/CCG
	
	

	Follow up WLMC action on distance sellers
	Jan
	
	

	Attend LMC meeting
	Raj/Jan
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